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The United States must dramatically increase the
number of individuals with postsecondary creden-
tials and college-level skills if we are to maintain
our economy’s vitality. This will require new, cost-
effective national investments in innovative
approaches to improving K-12 education, post-
secondary learning, and adult skill development.

At a time when our country faces unparalleled
economic uncertainty and unprecedented competi-
tion, investing in education and skill development
cannot be put off. Now is the time to invest wisely
to promote greater long-term growth and
prosperity.

For 25 years, Jobs for the Future has been at the
forefront of innovations in education and skill
development for low-income and underprepared
Americans. We work side by side with practitioners
and policymakers in more than 200 communities
in more than 40 states and the District of
Columbia. This experience informs our efforts to
help federal leaders implement policies to help
more Americans obtain the education and skills
they need to succeed in today’s economy.

We present the following ten-point plan to the
Obama Administration and the 111th Congress to
promote more efficient and cost-effective invest-
ment in human capital, particularly for low-skill
and low-income youth and adults. Such invest-
ments will address two pressing challenges simulta-
neously: greater equity and stronger economic
performance.

Our proposals are grouped according to three
areas where the education and skill development
pipeline has serious leaks that threaten the future
prosperity of our nation’s cities, suburbs, and rural
areas.

The Obama Administration and the new Congress
should:

HELP MORE AT-RISK AND STRUGGLING STUDENTS
GRADUATE HIGH SCHOOL READY FOR COLLEGE AND
CAREER SUCCESS

� Promote the creation and expansion of effective
school models for struggling high school students
and dropouts

� Support access to expanded opportunities for
college-level work in high school for a wide range
of students

� Support early warning systems to reduce
dropping out

� Increase the focus on high schools through a
combined differentiated accountability and
improvement agenda

HELP MORE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES COMPLETE
A POSTSECONDARY CREDENTIAL

� Support promising and tested pathways to
postsecondary success for underprepared high school
graduates and GED holders

� Provide support and incentives for more useful
student outcome data reporting by postsecondary
institutions

� Encourage states and postsecondary institutions to
test varied strategies for raising persistence and
completion rates for low-income students

HELP MORE WORKERS SUCCEED IN THE LABOR
MARKET AND ADVANCE IN THEIR CAREERS

	 Increase the flexible use of federal workforce and
other funds to help less-skilled adults advance in
their careers and address employers’ workforce needs


 Strengthen local and regional workforce partnerships
and collaborations that target career opportunities in
high-growth industries

� Support new pathways to postsecondary education
and training for less-skilled working adults so they
can advance to better jobs
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